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Southglade Primary School EYFS Curriculum Vision
Intent

“All children deserve the care and support they need to have the best start in life. Children learn and develop at a faster rate from birth to five years old than at any other time in their lives, so their experiences in early years have a major impact on their future life chances. A secure, safe, and happy childhood is important in its own right. Good parenting and high-quality early learning provide the foundation children need to fulfil their potential.” EYFS Statutory Framework 2025

Core Aims 
Effective Communication and Language development is the key to unlock learning
Children typically enter our Foundation stage with significantly low levels of speech and language development, which means our Curriculum heavily focus’s on speaking, listening and language development skills.
Daily singing, rhyme and story sessions focus on developing good listening behaviours and encouraging every child to join in whatever their stage of development. There is a particular emphasis on teaching new vocabulary and modelling talk within adult child interactions.
Speech therapy support is offered to children with specific communication needs.

Books are at the heart of everything
In our EYFS, books, and a love of reading are at the heart of our curriculum, and form the basis of our teaching and learning.                                                                                      
Each half term we focus on a carefully chosen text, by a well known children’s author, which is then supplemented by a range of other stories and non-fiction books on a similar theme. We also look at other books by the same author, so that the children gradually become aware of a number of key children’s authors and the range of books they have written.                                           

Enrichment, Enrichment, Enrichment
We aim to develop our children’s cultural capital by providing a wide range of enrichment opportunities.  The children’s understanding of their local community is developed by visits in the local area eg. visiting a shop to buy ingredients, walking to the post office to send a letter, a trip to the library to choose some books. We also invite parents and other visitors into school to talk to the children about the jobs they do, or about their homelife and culture.  Visits further afield include diverse locations such as Wollaton Hall, the National Space Centre, Whitepost Farm and Sherwood Forest, and have been chose to widen the children’s horizons and broaden their understanding of the part of England in which we live.                                                                           We encourage the children to have an understanding of nature and the seasons, by using the outside area daily, and also through activities in the school grounds, local walks throughout the year, and by using non fiction books and internet resources.
Implementation
Our Curriculum Design                                                                                               
The pedagogy within our EYFS is play based and underpinned by recent research into child development.                                                                                              We want our children to be able to lead their own learning and to develop through their interactions with each other, the environment and the adults in our setting.  High quality Continuous Provision to support learning and development is supplemented by carefully planned enhancements and enrichment activities. Specifically chosen adult led activities and interventions ensure all children reach their full potential:

                                    

                           Planned Activities and Interventions
                                     Adult led activities, phonics, maths, story time etc
	


                                        Enhanced Provision/Enrichment
                           Adult introduces new resources, books, ideas, displays etc
	


                                                        Continuous Provision
                Resources always available for free flow play, adults observe and interact    



Curriculum Overview
Half termly topics with exciting and engaging activities have been planned to provide a broad and balanced curriculum, based on the updated Development Matters (2023). Please see the Curriculum grids for Nursery and Reception Classes.
 
Phonics
Phonics is taught daily following the Little Wandle Scheme. Children are regularly assessed and supported in Intervention groups if needed. Our aim is that all children will be able to blend sounds to read simple words and sentences; and segment to spell words and write simple sentences by the end of F2. Daily handwriting sessions in F2 support transcription. We aim for the majority of children to be able to form lower case letters correctly by the end of F2.

Maths 
Daily Maths sessions following a maths Mastery approach, and in F2 based around the White Rose EYFS scheme, enable children to achieve a basic grasp of number, shape, space and measuring skills that they are then able to apply independently in their play and every day life.

Impact             
Throughout their time in Foundation, we are aiming to prepare children for a flying start into year 1 and beyond, giving them the skills, knowledge and attitudes they will need to succeed during their time in Southglade Primary. Children are baselined at the start of Nursery and F2 or within 6 weeks if they start mid term. Progress is tracked internally using the Arbor school system and progress data is used to pick up children who are falling behind and need interventions. Statutory baselines and end of year profiles are completed in F2.
Please see the Learning Expectations in each subject area for Nursery and Reception. These are taken primarily from Development Matters 2023 are used to track Learning across each year group.
We also use the Characteristics of Learning from Development Matters to ensure we are providing a learning environment and experiences which will develop the whole child. These are our expectations for our children at each stage of their time in EYFS:
At the end of N1:
I am learning to go to the toilet on my own
I can look after our toys
I can wash my own hands                                                                        
I can put on my coat
I can say if I am happy or sad
I can listen when a grown up talks to me
I can sit still for a few minutes
I am beginning to manage my feelings.
I can wait for my turn
I am willing to have a go                                
I can communicate my needs
I can think of new ideas
At the end of N2:
I can go to the toilet on my own
I show Respect for other people and things                 
I can fasten up my coat
I can put on my shoes and socks
I know other people have feelings too
I can listen for 15 minutes in a small group                           
I can sit still for 15 minutes
I can self-regulate and calm myself down, if I am upset or cross
I can share my toys with support
I am resilient – I try again if it is difficult                    
I can talk in full sentences    
I make plans and find solutions
At the end of F2:
I show Respect for other people’s ideas, views, culture and beliefs              
I can dress and undress myself
I show empathy for others                    
I can put on my scarf and gloves, and fasten up my coat
I can listen for 25 minutes in a large group                           
I can sit still for 25 minutes
I can self regulate my own behaviour                               
I willingly share and turn takes
I am resilient – I persevere until a task is complete     
I can clearly articulate my thoughts, views and ideas
I can reflect on my learning and try new strategies                
I seek out new challenges
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