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Dear Parents/Carers

Re: School Closure  

Following the Prime Ministers address this evening, I’m writing to let you know that we have been instructed to close school to the majority of our pupils from Tuesday 5th January until further notice.
As advised by the government, and in-line with the first lock down, we will stay open for the children of key workers and vulnerable children.
Please note due to the late announcement about immediate school closures, school will be closed to all pupils on Tuesday 5th January. We will re-open on Wednesday 6th January for the children of key workers and vulnerable children.
The Vulnerable Categories are:
· Children with an EHCP
· Children with a social worker 
· Children of a key worker 

Based on the information published during the last lockdown these categories have been defined as:
Vulnerable children are those who:
Have a child in need plan or child protection plan
Are looked after by the local authority  
Have an education, health and care (EHC) plan and have been determined, following risk assessment, that their needs can be as safely or more safely met at school
Have been assessed as otherwise vulnerable by the school or LA, including children who are:
· On the edge of receiving support from children’s social care services
· Adopted
· Young carers

Critical workers are those who work in:
Health and social care
Education and childcare
Key public services (including the justice system, religious staff, charities delivering key frontline services, those responsible for the management of the deceased, and journalists and broadcasters who are providing public service broadcasting) 
Local and national government who are involved in delivering the coronavirus response or essential public services
Food and other necessary goods
Public safety and national security
Transport
Utilities, communication and financial services

If you believe that your child will need to attend school from Wednesday 6th January because you fall into one of these categories, please email one of the following staff members:
Mrs Alison Thomas – headteacher@southglade.nottingham.sch.uk 
Mrs Jo Rowlett – jo.rowlett@southglade.nottingham.sch.uk
Mr Kevin Pegram – kevin.pegram@southglade.nottingham.sch.uk
Mrs Lisa Hyland – lisa.hyland@southglade.nottimgham.sch.uk 

It's imperative that this is done with full integrity and respect for the conditions set out; clearly if it's a two-parent/carer household with one parent a keyworker but the other not, then your child must stay at home; also, whilst your child may have an EHCP, for example, you may feel that the best place for them at this time of anxiety is at home with you. Schools are being asked to remain open to cater for those with a genuine need, not just because it will be inconvenient to keep them at home. I can assure you that the staff and governors are committed to meeting our responsibilities and will endeavour to manage this situation in the best way to help see us through the current emergency.

Can we remind you that if you are in a household where anyone is self-isolating because they are either experiencing symptoms or have a vulnerability your child should not be sent to school. 
This is a national closure. Therefore, all other children will need to stay at home.
[bookmark: _GoBack]As a school we heard this information that school is closing at the same time as you, so I am sure you will appreciate that we now need time to initiate our remote learning plans and set up school for our key worker and vulnerable pupils. Therefore, I will provide more information for you tomorrow about the next steps and the arrangements for remote learning and the provision for key worker and vulnerable children. 
Thank you for your continued support, and understanding at this difficult time.

Please stay safe and take care 

Alison Thomas
Head Teacher





Southglade Primary and Nursery School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young people and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment.
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