	Year 6: Summer 2
Enquiry Question: I wonder how the people of Benin (c.900-1300AD) lived and what their influence has been on the wider world?

	Objectives: 
· To know how the chronology of the Benin civilisation (c.900-1300AD) fits in/around the other periods of history previously learned about.
· Know the geography of the Benin civilisation and how this could have influenced its culture.
· To understand key aspects of Benin culture including religious rituals and architecture.
· To compare the day to day of life of Benin (clothing, diet, jobs etc.) with those of people living in Britain at the time (Vikings and Anglo-Saxons).
· Identify some of the lasting legacies of Benin culture and their influence on the wider world and history

	Key Vocabulary: civilisation, Benin, Kingdom, Oba, Igodomigodo, bronze, ivory, palace, city walls, coronation, ritual, ancestor, tradition, culture, agriculture, urbanisation, trade, marketplace, shrine, tribe, craftsmanship

	Key factual learning/CPD for staff

Overview: The Kingdom of Benin, also known as the Edo Kingdom or Benin Kingdom, was a kingdom within what is now southern Nigeria. It has no historical relation to the modern republic of Benin. The Kingdom of Benin's capital was Edo, now known as Benin City in Edo State, Nigeria. The Benin Kingdom was one of the oldest and most developed states in the coastal hinterland of West Africa . It grew out of the previous Edo Kingdom of Igodomigodo around the 11th century AD, and lasted until it was annexed by the British Empire in 1897.
Chronology: 900 AD: Emergence of the Benin civilization in the region that is now southern Nigeria. 1000 AD: Development of early urban centres and establishment of trade routes. 1100 AD: Growth of the kingdom's influence and expansion of trade networks with neighbouring regions. 1200 AD: Establishment of a centralised government under the Oba (king), leading to the consolidation of power and the development of a sophisticated administration. 1255 AD: Construction of the first walls around Benin City, marking the beginning of its transformation into a fortified capital. 1280 AD: Flourishing of artistic production, particularly in bronze and ivory sculpture, showcasing the civilisation's cultural achievements. 1300 AD: Height of the Benin civilisation's power and influence, with a well-established political system, thriving trade networks, and impressive urban infrastructure.
Origins: The origins and establishment of the Benin civilization are closely tied to the Edo people, who are the indigenous inhabitants of the region. The early settlements of the Edo people were located in an area known as Igodomigodo, which eventually became the heartland of the Benin kingdom. The Edo people were skilled farmers who cultivated crops such as yams (root vegetable), which became a staple food in the region. Their settlements gradually grew in size and complexity, leading to the development of urban centres and the establishment of trade networks with neighbouring communities. As the Edo settlements expanded and interacted with other groups in the region, including the Igbo, Yoruba, and Itsekiri, they developed a distinct cultural identity characterised by their language, customs, and artistic traditions. Central to the establishment of the Benin civilization was the emergence of the institution of the Oba, or king. The first Oba of Benin is traditionally believed to be Eweka I, who is said to have ascended to the throne around the 12th century AD. The Oba served as both a political and spiritual leader, wielding significant authority over the kingdom's affairs. Under the leadership of the Oba, the Benin kingdom underwent a period of rapid expansion and consolidation. The Oba's authority was reinforced by a centralised government structure, which included administrative officials, military commanders, and religious leaders. Eweka I is credited with establishing the framework for the Benin kingdom's political organisation and governance system. His reign marked the beginning of a long line of successive Obas who would shape the destiny of the Benin civilisation for centuries to come.
Geography and its influence: The Benin civilisation was located in the region that is now southern Nigeria, primarily centred around the area of modern-day Benin City. The geography of the region played a significant role in shaping the culture and development of the civilisation. Geographically, the area was characterised by lush forests, fertile plains, and access to waterways such as the Niger River and its tributaries. This environment supported agriculture, particularly the cultivation of yams, which became a staple crop for the Benin people. The abundance of natural resources also facilitated trade and economic prosperity. The dense forests provided both protection and resources for the civilisation, allowing for the construction of fortified cities like Benin City. These cities were strategically positioned along trade routes, facilitating commerce and cultural exchange with neighbouring societies. The geographical proximity to other civilisations and trade routes led to cultural diffusion, influencing the art, religion, and political structure of the Benin civilisation. For example, trade with European powers introduced new materials and artistic techniques, leading to the development of intricate bronze and ivory sculptures that became emblematic of Benin art. Additionally, the natural landscape shaped social structures and governance systems. The presence of rivers and forests influenced settlement patterns, while the need for defence against external threats led to the establishment of centralised authority under the Oba (king) and the construction of fortified city walls.
Culture: Religion and Rituals - The traditional religion of the Benin people is characterised by a belief in ancestral spirits and deities known as "orishas." Rituals and ceremonies were an integral part of Benin religious practice, including offerings, sacrifices, and ceremonies to honour ancestors and seek their guidance and protection. The Oba played a central role in religious rituals, serving as the intermediary between the people and the spiritual realm. Coronation ceremonies, festivals, and religious processions were important occasions in Benin religious life. Art and Sculpture: - Benin is renowned for its exquisite bronze and ivory sculptures, which were produced primarily for religious and ceremonial purposes. Bronze casting was a highly skilled craft practiced by specialised artisans known as "Iguneromwon." These craftsmen created intricate sculptures depicting royalty, warriors, deities, and animals, showcasing the artistic sophistication of the Benin people. Ivory carving was also highly prized, with artisans producing finely detailed works that adorned ceremonial objects, including thrones, sceptres, and masks. Architecture: - Benin architecture is characterised by its distinctive urban planning and construction techniques. Benin City, the capital, was laid out in a grid pattern with wide streets and spacious compounds. The most iconic architectural feature of Benin City was its massive walls, which surrounded the city and were constructed using a technique known as "rammed earth." These walls served both defensive and symbolic purposes, emphasising the power and prestige of the Benin kingdom. Within the city, important structures such as the Oba's palace, shrines, and administrative buildings were built using mud and timber, with intricate carvings and decorative motifs adorning the facades.
Day-to-day life: Day-to-day life was characterised by a blend of tradition, craftsmanship, and agricultural livelihoods.  Clothing: Clothing during this period was typically made from locally sourced materials such as cotton, palm fibres, and animal skins. Both men and women wore loose-fitting garments, with men often wearing wrappers or loincloths and women wearing wrappers with blouses or wrappers tied under the breasts. Diet: The staple foods of the Benin people included yams, plantains, cassava, and various grains such as millet and sorghum. Animal protein came from hunting and domesticated livestock such as goats, sheep, and chickens. Fishing also contributed to the diet, particularly in communities located near rivers and lakes. Occupations: Agriculture was the primary occupation for the majority of the population, with farmers cultivating crops in fertile areas along riverbanks and plains. Craftsmanship played a significant role in Benin society, with artisans specialising in pottery, weaving, bronze casting, ivory carving, and beadwork. Trade was an important economic activity, with traders transporting goods along established trade routes to exchange with neighbouring communities. Housing:  Housing varied depending on social status and wealth, but most people lived in circular or rectangular mud-brick houses with thatched roofs. Houses were arranged in compounds, with extended families often living together. In urban areas like Benin City, houses were clustered around central squares and marketplaces, reflecting the organised layout of the city.
Legacy: The Benin culture and civilisation have left a significant and lasting impact on various aspects of art, politics, and society, both within the region and beyond. Some of the notable influences include Art and Sculpture: Benin's bronze and ivory sculptures are renowned worldwide for their artistic excellence and intricate craftsmanship. These works have inspired artists and art enthusiasts globally and continue to be studied and appreciated for their cultural and historical significance. Political Organisation: The centralised government system established by the Benin civilization, with the Oba as the paramount authority, served as a model for subsequent African kingdoms and empires. The concept of centralised rule and administrative hierarchy influenced political structures in the region for centuries. Urban Planning and Architecture: Benin's innovative urban planning, characterised by wide streets, spacious compounds, and fortified walls, reflects advanced engineering and architectural techniques. Elements of Benin architecture, such as mud-brick construction and decorative motifs, can still be seen in contemporary buildings and structures in the region. Cultural Exchange: The Benin civilization's engagement in trade and cultural exchange with neighbouring societies, as well as with European powers, facilitated the spread of ideas, technologies, and artistic styles. This cultural diffusion contributed to the richness and diversity of African culture and influenced the development of global trade networks. Historical Legacy: The legacy of the Benin civilization continues to be studied and celebrated through archaeological research, academic scholarship, and cultural heritage preservation efforts. The kingdom's history, achievements, and contributions to African civilisation are an integral part of the region's cultural identity and heritage.
Additional information:   Kingdom of Benin - KS2 History - BBC Bitesize  
	Practical tasks:

Introductory activity -Show images of Benin bronze sculptures, architecture, and artifacts to capture students' interest and curiosity. Discuss what region they might be from and why.

Timeline activity – Investigate and show on a time line when the Benin civilisation came to prominence compared to previous time periods already learned about.

Map activity – Locating the civilisation on a modern map as well as maps showing the region from the time.

Exploring Daily Life in Benin - Divide the class into small groups and assign each group a specific aspect of daily life in Benin, such as clothing, diet, occupations, or housing. Have each group research and create a poster or presentation to share with the class, highlighting key details and illustrations.

Art and Sculpture Workshop:- Organise a hands-on art activity where students can create their own Benin-inspired sculptures using clay or modelling materials. Discuss the significance of Benin bronze sculptures and the craftsmanship involved in their creation.

Role-Playing Coronation Ceremony:- Explain the importance of the Oba in Benin society and the rituals associated with coronation ceremonies. Divide students into roles such as the Oba, palace officials, and musicians, and re-enact a simplified version of a Benin coronation ceremony. 

Building Benin City:- Provide materials such as cardboard, paper, and craft supplies for students to construct a model of Benin City. Encourage students to include key features such as city walls, houses, marketplaces, and the Oba's palace in their models.

Cultural Artifact Gallery Walk:- Set up a gallery walk around the classroom with replicas or pictures of Benin artifacts, including bronze sculptures, ivory carvings, and pottery. Provide guided questions or prompts for students to consider as they examine each artifact, such as its purpose, materials, and cultural significance.

	Outcome:
· Memory dump of key information about the Benin civilisation.



