	Year 6: Summer 2
Enquiry Question: I wonder what role Nottingham Castle has played in significant events in history since 1066?

	Objectives: 
· To give children an overview of some significant, national events that occurred post 1066 in the context of Nottingham Castle.
· To learn about the origins of the castle built by William I in 1068 and the structure of the medieval castle subsequently built by Henry II and why it is so different to that seen today.
· To learn about Prince John’s use of the castle and, upon returning from the Third Crusade, Richard I’s siege as he put down his brother’s rebellion. (Discuss link to legend of Robin Hood)
· To learn about Edward III’s coup d’etat against his mother (Queen Isabella) and Earl Roger Mortimer. (On trip to Nottingham castle?)
· To learn some facts about the English Civil War, Nottingham Castle’s role and how that eventually led to the destruction of the medieval castle at the end of the war.
· To learn about the building (1678) then destruction of the ducal mansion in 1831 during rioting linked to the Reform Bill and the context of the Industrial Revolution and its impact on Nottingham.
· To learn about the modern use of the site, including being opened as the first municipal museum of art in the country in 1878 and its role during WWII.

	Key Vocabulary: castle, Norman, motte, bailey, Battle of Hastings, Castle Rock, medieval, crusades, siege, coup d’etat, regent, civil war, royalist, parliamentarian, ducal mansion, industrial revolution, textiles, slums, 

	Key factual learning/CPD for staff

Overview:  Pre-11th Century Pre-1067: The site of Nottingham Castle, a prominent sandstone outcrop known as “Castle Rock,” was likely used as a defensive lookout by early Britons and later by the Romans and Anglo-Saxons. Norman and Medieval Period 1067: William the Conqueror orders the construction of the first Nottingham Castle—a wooden motte-and-bailey fortification—as part of his efforts to control the Midlands. 1170s–1190s: King Henry II rebuilds the castle in stone, creating a royal fortress with extensive walls, towers, and royal apartments. 1194: During the absence of King Richard I (the Lionheart), Prince John seizes the castle. It is recaptured by Richard’s forces after a brief siege led by William Marshal. 13th–15th Century 1264–1265 (Second Barons’ War): The castle changes hands during civil unrest but remains a stronghold of royal authority. 1330: King Edward III stages a coup at Nottingham Castle, capturing Roger Mortimer (de facto ruler under Queen Isabella) via a secret tunnel known as “Mortimer’s Hole.” Late 14th Century: The castle becomes a favoured royal residence under King Richard II. 1476: Edward IV orders significant reconstruction of the royal lodgings. Tudor and Stuart Period 1500s–1600s: The castle gradually falls into disrepair as royal attention shifts to other residences. 1642–1643 (English Civil War): King Charles I raises his standard at Nottingham Castle, effectively starting the war. The castle is held and fortified by Parliamentarians. Post-Civil War and Restoration 1651: The Parliamentarians demolish much of the medieval structure to prevent further military use. 1674–1679: The site is transformed into a ducal mansion by Henry Cavendish, 2nd Duke of Newcastle, using the ruins of the medieval castle as a foundation. 18th–19th Century 1831: The ducal mansion is burned by rioters protesting the Duke of Newcastle’s opposition to the Reform Bill. 1875–1878: Architect Thomas Chambers Hine restores the mansion, converting it into the first municipal art gallery in the UK (disputed). 20th–21st Century World War II (1939–1945): The castle and its grounds are damaged by bombing. 2018–2021: Major restoration and redevelopment work is undertaken, costing over £30 million, to enhance the museum and visitor experience. 2023: Nottingham Castle reopens to the public after a period of closure and financial challenges.
King Richard, the 3rd Crusade and Prince John King Richard I, known as Richard the Lionheart, was born in 1157 as the third son of King Henry II of England. He became famous for his military prowess and leadership during the Third Crusade, a major military campaign launched in response to the capture of Jerusalem by the Muslim leader Saladin in 1187. Alongside King Philip II of France and Emperor Frederick Barbarossa, Richard led the crusade from 1189 to 1192. He achieved notable successes, including the capture of the city of Acre and a decisive victory at the Battle of Arsuf. Although he failed to reclaim Jerusalem, Richard negotiated a treaty with Saladin that allowed Christian pilgrims access to the city. On his return journey, Richard was captured and held for ransom in Austria, which placed a significant financial burden on England. After being released in 1194, Richard returned to England and quickly moved to suppress the rebellion led by his brother John, who had attempted to seize the throne during his absence. One of Richard’s key actions was the swift and decisive recapture of Nottingham Castle, which had been held by John’s supporters. Richard laid siege to the castle and successfully regained control, demonstrating his strength and reasserting his authority as king. He spent only a few months of his reign in England, focusing most of his time and efforts on military campaigns in France. Richard died in 1199 after being wounded during a siege. Prince John, Richard’s younger brother, was born in 1166 and initially held little power or land, earning him the nickname “Lackland.” During Richard’s absence on crusade and subsequent imprisonment, John attempted to seize the throne with support from some English nobles. Although this effort failed, he reconciled with Richard before Richard’s death. Upon Richard’s death in 1199, John became king. His reign was marked by significant failures and conflicts. He lost many of England’s French territories, including Normandy, to King Philip II of France by 1204. John also had a contentious relationship with the Church, leading to his excommunication after a dispute with Pope Innocent III. Increasingly unpopular due to heavy taxation and failed military campaigns, John faced rebellion from his barons. In 1215, they forced him to sign the Magna Carta, a foundational document that limited royal power and asserted certain rights for nobles. John died in 1216 during a civil war against the barons and their French allies, leaving the throne to his young son, Henry III.
King Edward III, Queen Isabella and ‘Mortimers Hole’ Queen Isabella and Roger Mortimer became de facto rulers of England through a combination of personal betrayal, political discontent, and military action during a time of deep dissatisfaction with Edward II’s reign. Events Leading to Their Rise: Edward II’s favouritism toward the Despenser family, particularly Hugh Despenser the Younger, alienated many nobles, including Isabella and Roger Mortimer. Mortimer, initially loyal, rebelled after being imprisoned by Edward in 1322 for opposing the Despensers. Sent to France in 1325 to negotiate peace with her brother, King Charles IV, Isabella refused to return to England while the Despensers remained in power. In France, she met the exiled Mortimer, and they became lovers and political allies. Isabella arranged the betrothal of her son, Prince Edward (the future Edward III), to Philippa of Hainault, securing military support from Hainault. In 1326, Isabella and Mortimer invaded England with a small force, gaining rapid support from discontented nobles. Edward II was captured, the Despensers were executed, and Edward was forced to abdicate in favour of his 14-year-old son, Edward III, in January 1327. Shortly after, Edward II died. Though officially reported to have died of illness, many believed Edward II was murdered, likely on Mortimer’s orders, to prevent any future claims to the throne. Their Rule as Regents (1327–1330): Isabella and Mortimer ruled as regents for the young Edward III. Mortimer, in particular, became the real power behind the throne. Their regime mimicked the tyranny they had overthrown. Mortimer enriched himself, suppressed rivals (e.g., executing Edmund of Woodstock, Earl of Kent, in 1330), and ruled autocratically. They also negotiated peace with Scotland via the Treaty of Northampton (1328), recognising Robert the Bruce as king. This was deeply unpopular in England and seen as humiliating. Their rule generated widespread resentment, especially among nobles who felt betrayed. This discontent paved the way for Edward III’s coup in 1330, when he arrested Mortimer and sidelined Isabella, ending their regency. Edward’s coup Shortly before his 18th birthday, King Edward III, with the help of a few trusted companions led by Sir William Montagu, staged a coup d'état at Nottingham Castle (19 October 1330) against his mother Isabella of France, and her lover, Roger Mortimer, 1st Earl of March. William Montagu and his companions were accompanied by William Eland, castellan and overseer of Nottingham Castle, who knew the location of a secret tunnel which would take them higher up in the castle to a normally locked door. In the dark of night on 19 October 1330, Montagu and his companions entered the tunnel, climbed up to the door, which had now been unlocked either by Edward III or a trusted servant, and overpowered Mortimer, killing Mortimer's personal guards. Mortimer was bound and gagged, led out of the tunnel and arrested, along with Queen Mother Isabella. Mortimer was sent to the Tower of London, and hanged a month later. Isabella of France was forced into retirement at Castle Rising Castle. With this dramatic event the personal reign of Edward began.
The English Civil War The English Civil War, fought from 1642 to 1651, was a conflict rooted in tensions between the monarchy and Parliament over governance, religion, and finances. The build-up began during the reign of King James I, but intensified under his son, Charles I, who ruled with an authoritarian style and frequently clashed with Parliament. His belief in the divine right of kings, along with his attempts to impose Anglican religious practices and raise funds without parliamentary consent, created widespread discontent. The situation escalated when Charles attempted to arrest five members of Parliament in 1642, a move that provoked open conflict. A symbolic and pivotal moment came on August 22, 1642, when Charles I raised his royal standard at Nottingham Castle, formally declaring war on Parliament. Although the event was meant to rally support for the Royalist cause, turnout was underwhelming, highlighting the divisions within the country. Nottingham Castle’s strategic location made it a site of early military significance. Shortly after the declaration, it was occupied by Parliamentarian forces under Colonel John Hutchinson, who fortified the castle and used it as a base for operations in the Midlands. It remained under Parliamentary control for much of the war and was a symbol of resistance against the Crown. The war itself unfolded in three main phases. The First Civil War (1642–1646) saw Royalists (supporters of the king) battling Parliamentarians (also known as Roundheads), who were led by figures like Oliver Cromwell. After a series of battles, including Edgehill and Marston Moor, the Parliamentarian forces gained the upper hand. The Second Civil War (1648–1649) began after Charles I, despite being in custody, attempted to regain power through secret negotiations and support from Scottish forces. This ended in his defeat and, notably, his execution in 1649—the first time a reigning English monarch was tried and executed by his own people. Following Charles I’s death, England was declared a republic known as the Commonwealth, led by Oliver Cromwell. The Third Civil War (1649–1651) centred on Royalist efforts, now led by Charles II, to reclaim the throne, but these were ultimately crushed at the Battle of Worcester in 1651. The war concluded with Parliament firmly in control, although England would later restore the monarchy in 1660. The conflict had lasting impacts on the balance of power between the monarchy and Parliament, laying foundations for the modern British constitutional system.
Construction of the Ducal Mansion  After the restoration of Charles II in 1660, the present 'Ducal Mansion' was built for the 1st Duke of Newcastle and completed by his son, the 2nd Duke of Newcastle, in 1678 after the 1st Duke's death. This "Italianate" palace was seen as one of the finest in England at the time.  Despite the destruction of the keep and fortifications of the upper bailey, some rock cut cellars and medieval pointed arches survive beneath the mansion, together with a long passage to the bottom of the rock, commonly known as Mortimer's Hole, starting at the castle and ending at Brewhouse Yard. The mason for the mansion was Samuel Marsh of Lincoln, who also worked for the duke at Bolsover Castle. His designs are generally thought to have been strongly influenced by Rubens's engravings, in his book Palazzi di Genova.  The duke's mansion is a relatively rare surviving example in England of the style of Artisan Mannerism. However, the mansion lost its appeal to the later dukes with the coming of the Industrial Revolution, which left Nottingham with the reputation of having the worst slums in the British Empire outside India.
The Industrial Revolution and Nottingham  The Industrial Revolution, spanning from the late 18th to the early 19th century, marked a major turning point in British history. It transformed the economy from agrarian-based to industrialised, driven by advances in technology, such as the steam engine, mechanised textile production, and improved iron-making techniques. This period saw a massive shift from rural to urban living, growth in factory systems, increased production, and significant changes in transportation with the development of canals and railways. In Nottingham, the Industrial Revolution had a profound effect, especially in the textile industry. The city became a hub for lace and hosiery production, which flourished thanks to innovations like the stocking frame and later, more advanced lace-making machines. This spurred rapid urban growth, with many workers employed in lace factories or working from home in cramped conditions. Nottingham also saw social unrest during this time, notably the Luddite movement, where workers protested against machines threatening their jobs. The city’s landscape and economy were permanently altered, laying the foundation for its later status as an industrial centre.
The Reform Bill, rioting and burning of the mansion In October 1831, Nottingham Castle was burned down during widespread riots sparked by deep political and social unrest, centred on the failure of the Second Reform Bill to pass in the House of Lords. The early 19th century was a time of severe inequality in Britain. The political system was dominated by wealthy landowners, with many industrial towns (like Nottingham) underrepresented in Parliament, while “rotten boroughs” with tiny populations retained MPs. At the same time, the working classes faced harsh economic conditions, worsened by the effects of industrialisation, low wages, and poor living standards. In Nottingham, these issues were compounded by high unemployment and disillusionment among lace and textile workers. The people viewed political reform as a necessary step toward improving social justice and gaining fairer representation. The Second Reform Bill (1831), introduced by Prime Minister Earl Grey’s Whig government, aimed to redistribute seats in Parliament, extend voting rights to more men (primarily the middle class), and reduce corruption. The bill passed the House of Commons but was rejected by the House of Lords in October 1831, triggering outrage across the country. On October 10, 1831, news of the bill’s rejection reached Nottingham, sparking large-scale protests that quickly escalated. Rioters, enraged by the obstruction of reform, targeted symbols of aristocratic privilege. Nottingham Castle, owned by the unpopular Duke of Newcastle—a vocal opponent of reform—became a prime target. The crowd stormed the castle and the remaining furnishings were stripped, statues destroyed, and a great fire lit in the basement that burned the entire building. The people of Nottingham watched as the palace lit up the sky like a giant bonfire. Other buildings were attacked, including the gatehouse of the county jail and private properties associated with reform opponents. The authorities eventually suppressed the riots, arresting and prosecuting several participants. However, the unrest helped underline the urgency of reform, contributing to the eventual passage of the Reform Act in 1832.  As a silent rebuke to the town, the Duke left the ruined shell of the building un-repaired for 45 years.
Reconstruction as the Nottingham Castle Museum and the 20th and 21st century
The mansion remained a derelict shell until, after reaching an agreement with the 6th Duke, it was restored in 1875 by Thomas Chambers Hine, and opened in 1878 by the Prince of Wales, (later King Edward VII) as Nottingham Castle Museum, the first municipal art gallery in the UK outside London. Opened under the stewardship of curator George Harry Wallis, the museum was designed to inspire the creative and curious imaginations of the people of Nottingham, which by this time had become a world-leader in the design and manufacture of lace. The public art gallery sparked inspiration for pattern designers and other artisans in the town’s industries. The new interiors ignored the original floor levels and fenestration to accommodate a top-lit picture gallery modelled after the Grand Gallery of the Louvre.
In September 1939 the British Army took possession of the Castle and its grounds, and in 1941 control transferred to the Air Ministry. Large quantities of stores were kept there for the duration of the Second World War .An anti-aircraft gun was sited on the Middle Bailey and the Lower Bailey was converted into growing space for the war effort. Again, allotments were introduced that were tended by Italian prisoners of war from the camp at nearby Colwick. It was handed back to the city in 1946. Renovation between 2018 and 2021 Nottingham Castle and its grounds closed to the public in 2018 to undergo largescale redevelopments. The closure was much longer than anticipated due to the COVID-19 pandemic and cost £30 million. A new visitor centre was created together with exhibition galleries, interactive displays, a children's adventure area in the old castle moat themed on Robin Hood's era and a showcase of local industries including Nottingham Lace.[30][31]
On 1 June 2021, Nottingham City Council handed over responsibility for running the castle to the independent, charitable Nottingham Castle Trust. The castle reopened on 21 June 2021.

	Practical tasks:

Introductory activity
Timeline of key events that have occurred at the castle. Examine images of the medieval castle noticing changes in it’s development over time.

Examining sources
Examine sources of information about the third Crusade and King Richard and Prince John. What can we learn about these people?

Trip to Castle
Tour of Mortimer’s Hole and the story of Edward III. Modern uses of castle.

Civil War
Overview of Civil War. Debate between Royalists and Parliamentarians. Discuss the destruction of castles and heritage.

Industrial Revolution
Learn about Nottingham during the Industrial Revolution via teacher roleplay. What led to the destruction of the mansion in 1831?






	Outcome:
· Trip to Nottingham Castle
· Fact page/ double page spread about Nottingham Castle and key periods of history where it played a part.



