	Year 3: Autumn 2
Enquiry Question: I wonder how the arrival of the Romans changed Britain?

	Objectives: 
· Understand the origins and extent of the Roman Empire at the time of its successful invasion of Britain in 43AD.
· Learn about the Roman Army and its soldiers, what made them such an effective fighting force and how this enabled the vast expansion of the Roman Empire.
· Learn about British resistance to the Roman invasion and occupiers including Boudica.
· Understand the differences between day to day life in Britain for Romans and non-Romans (housing, clothing, diet, leisure – gladiators, chariot racing).
· Know some of features of the Romanisation of Britain including larger towns/cities and culture and beliefs.
· Know some of the legacies the Romans left behind including roads, religion, baths, aqueducts and buildings.

	Key Vocabulary:  empire, emperor, republic, Rome, Roman, Celts, army, legion, centurion, gladiator, Colosseum, chariot, villa, mosaic, forum, amphitheatre, resistance, invasion, aqueduct, arch, toga, Caesar, Latin, fortification, baths

	Key factual learning/CPD for staff

Key vocab – Empire, emperor An emperor is a monarch who holds the highest rank and authority in an empire, which is a type of political entity characterised by extensive territorial holdings, often consisting of various regions, nations, or states. Emperors typically exercise supreme control over the government, military, and administration of their empire. Unlike kings or queens who rule over a single kingdom or nation, emperors govern over a more extensive and diverse range of territories, often acquired through conquest or political consolidation. Emperors can have various titles, such as Caesar, Augustus, or Tsar, depending on the culture and historical context.
Origins of the Roman Empire The Roman Empire's origins date back to the establishment of the Roman Republic in 509 BCE, following the overthrow of the Roman monarchy. Over the centuries, the Republic expanded its territory through military conquests and alliances, eventually encompassing the Italian Peninsula and parts of the Mediterranean. By the 1st century BCE, the Republic faced internal strife and civil wars. In 27 BCE, Octavian, also known as Augustus, became the first Roman Emperor, marking the transition from the Republic to the Roman Empire. Augustus initiated a period of stability during which the empire expanded significantly. In 43CE, the Roman Empire, under Emperor Claudius, successfully invaded and conquered Britain, extending its reach to the island, marking a significant milestone in the empire's expansion. The empire flourished for several centuries, becoming the dominant force Europe and around the Mediterranean until its eventual decline and fall in 476CE. 
Summary of the invasion Background: Prior to the invasion, Britain was inhabited by various Celtic tribes. The Romans had shown interest in the island for strategic and economic reasons. Leadership: Aulus Plautius was appointed as the commander of the invasion force, with Emperor Claudius overseeing the operation. Landing: The Romans landed in southeastern Britain, likely in the area of present-day Kent, with a substantial force of soldiers. Roman Success: Despite resistance, the Romans gradually gained control over southern Britain, establishing key settlements like Londinium (London) and Camulodunum (Colchester). Client Kingdoms: The Romans established client kingdoms in some regions, allowing local rulers to maintain authority under Roman influence. Expansion: Over the next few decades, Roman control expanded northward and westward, although the process was not without challenges and rebellions. Roman Britain: Britain became a Roman province known as Britannia, and it remained under Roman rule for nearly four centuries, contributing to the Roman Empire both economically and strategically.
Celts: (Children should have some understanding of the Celts as Iron Age people in Y3) The Celts were an ancient group of Indo-European peoples who inhabited various regions of Europe, including Britain, before the Roman invasion in 43 AD. Their culture was characterised by a shared language, art, and religious beliefs, though they were not a single unified entity but rather a collection of tribes with distinct identities. They lived in small, decentralised communities and were known for their skilled craftsmanship in metalwork, especially in creating intricate jewellery and weaponry. The Celts held a polytheistic belief system, with reverence for nature and natural elements playing a significant role in their spiritual practices. Their society was organised into clans, and their leaders, often called chieftains, held considerable influence. They had a strong oral tradition, passing down stories and legends through generations.
Resistance: 1. Boudica's Revolt (60-61 CE) (see below). 2. The Silures and Caratacus: The Silures, a Celtic tribe in Wales, resisted Roman occupation fiercely. Their leader, Caratacus, led a prolonged campaign against the Romans in the 1st century CE before being captured and taken to Rome as a captive. 3. The Caledonian Resistance: In northern Britain (Caledonia, modern Scotland), Celtic tribes continuously opposed Roman expansion. The Caledonians, led by Calgacus, confronted the Roman general Agricola at the Battle of Mons Graupius in 83 CE. These acts of resistance symbolise the determination of Celtic tribes to protect their independence and resist Roman rule. While the Romans ultimately established control over most of Britain, these events are remembered as significant chapters in the island's history.
Boudicca Boudicca, also known as Boadicea, was a prominent Celtic queen of the Iceni tribe in ancient Britain. Life: Boudicca lived during the 1st century CE, in what is now modern-day Norfolk; She was married to Prasutagus, the king of the Iceni tribe, which maintained a semi-autonomous status under Roman rule. Achievements: - After Prasutagus' death, the Romans seized Iceni lands and mistreated Boudicca and her daughters, leading to widespread resentment. In 60 CE, Boudicca led a massive rebellion against Roman forces, uniting several Celtic tribes, including the Iceni, Trinovantes, and others.  Her forces successfully sacked and burned Roman settlements, including Camulodunum(Colchester), Verulamium (St Albans) and Londinium (London), causing significant casualties. Legacy: Boudicca's revolt demonstrated the deep-seated grievances of the Celtic tribes against Roman oppression and exploitation.  Although ultimately defeated by the Roman governor Suetonius Paulinus, her rebellion forced the Romans to re-evaluate their policies in Britain and adjust their governance of conquered territories. Boudicca is remembered as a symbol of British resistance to foreign domination, and her legacy has been celebrated in various forms, including literature, art, and later British history.
Roman Army: Organizational Structure - Roman army structured in legions (around 5,000 soldiers), cohorts, centuries, and maniples. Officers included centurions, tribunes, legates, and generals. Legions and Cohorts A legion comprised approximately 4,800 to 6,000 infantry(foot soldiers). Each legion was divided into cohorts (about 480 men) and further into centuries (around 80 men). Equipment and Weapons Standard equipment included a short sword called gladius, large rectangular shield (scutum), segmented armour (lorica segmentata), helmet, and sandals with hobnails. Javelin called pilum used for ranged attacks. Tactics and Formations Testudo ("tortoise") forrmation used for protection against missiles.  Wedge formation used for breaking enemy lines. Training and Discipline Soldiers underwent rigorous training including physical exercises, weapon drills, and mock battles. Discipline was enforced through strict punishments for infractions. Campaigns and Conquests Notable campaigns included the Punic Wars against Carthage, Julius Caesar's conquest of Gaul, and Trajan's Dacian Wars. Strategies and Innovations Romans excelled in siege warfare, utilising tactics like building ramps, siege towers, and battering rams. Roman roads were instrumental for rapid troop movement. Auxiliaries Auxiliaries were non-citizen soldiers often recruited from Roman provinces and provided specialised skills like cavalry, archery, or skirmishing. Professionalisation The professionalisation of the army under Diocletian marked a transformation from the earlier citizen militia. Soldiers were paid for their service and could become citizens and receive a land grant on completion of their service.
Day to day life: Housing Romans in Britain lived in various types of dwellings depending on their social status: Urban areas had townhouses and apartment-like buildings made of stone or wood, with amenities like heating systems (hypocausts). Rural areas had a mix of villa estates for wealthier landowners and simpler, thatched-roof cottages for commoners. Clothing Romans wore tunics made of wool or linen, which were often belted at the waist.  Women wore stolas or longer tunics, sometimes adorned with jewellery.  In colder weather, people added layers like cloaks, and the wealthy might wear more elaborate garments, possibly dyed with expensive colours. Diet Common foods included grains (wheat, barley), vegetables (cabbage, onions, carrots), legumes, fruits (apples, pears), and meat (pork, beef, lamb, game).  Fish, especially in coastal areas, was a significant part of the diet. Olive oil, wine, and imported spices were used to flavour dishes. Leisure Baths: Public bathhouses were popular for relaxation and socialising. They offered hot and cold baths, saunas, and exercise areas. Entertainment: Theatres showcased plays, chariot races, and gladiatorial combat. Amphitheatres were used for larger events. Games: Dice games, board games like "Ludus Duodecim Scriptorum" (Twelve Lines) or "Tabula" (similar to Backgammon), and outdoor sports like wrestling were enjoyed. Festivals: Romans celebrated various festivals, both Roman and local British ones, with feasting, processions, and religious ceremonies. Work and Education Jobs varied widely, from agriculture and trade to skilled crafts like metalworking and pottery.  Slaves and freedmen often worked in households, farms, or mines. Formal education for (wealthy) children focused on basic literacy, numeracy, and some exposure to literature and philosophy. Social Structure The social structure ranged from slaves and freedmen at the bottom, to common citizens (plebeians), equestrians (wealthy non-noble class), and senators (highest class) at the top. Religion Romans in Britain practiced a mix of Roman and local Celtic religious traditions. Temples were built to honour various gods and goddesses. Local deities like Sulis Minerva at Bath were revered alongside Roman gods like Jupiter and Mars. Transportation Roads: Romans built an extensive network of well-maintained roads connecting cities and towns, facilitating trade and communication.  Chariots and horses were used for travel, while boats were essential for transport along rivers and coastal areas. Healthcare Public health was a concern, and Romans built aqueducts to supply clean water to towns and cities.  Physicians and herbalists provided medical care, and bathhouses were seen as promoting good health.
Romanisation of Britain:  Infrastructure Romans built roads, towns, and fortifications, such as Hadrian's Wall, which helped in governing and connecting different parts of Britain. Urbanization Roman towns and cities, like Londinium (modern-day London), emerged as centres of administration, trade, and culture. Language and Writing Latin became the dominant language, influencing the development of early English. Latin inscriptions and writing systems were introduced. Cultural Exchange Romans brought their customs, architecture, and technology, influencing British society in areas like architecture, fashion, and cuisine. Administration and Governance Roman Britain was organised into provinces with administrative structures, and Roman law and governance systems were implemented. Economy and Trade The Roman presence stimulated economic activity through trade networks and the introduction of Roman currency. Religion Roman religious practices, including the worship of Roman deities, were introduced, coexisting with existing Celtic beliefs.
Legacy The Roman occupation of Britain left a lasting impact on the island. Some of the legacies include: Language and Literature Latin influence led to the development of early forms of English, and Latin words are still prevalent in modern English vocabulary. Architecture Roman-style buildings, roads, and structures laid the foundation for later architectural styles. Some Roman structures, like parts of Hadrian's Wall, still stand today. Romans mastered the use of the arch in construction. Urban Planning  Many modern British cities, including London, have their roots in Roman towns and settlements. The layout and organisation of these urban centres were influenced by Roman planning. Infrastructure The network of Roman roads not only facilitated movement but also influenced subsequent transportation systems. Law and Governance Elements of Roman law and governance systems laid the groundwork for legal structures in Britain and influenced the development of common law. Education and Scholarship  Roman education and intellectual pursuits influenced the development of learning centre and scholarship in Britain. Cultural Practices  Some Roman customs and traditions were assimilated into local culture, contributing to the rich tapestry of British heritage. Religion Christianity, which was introduced during the Roman period, eventually became the dominant religion in Britain. Arts and Crafts Roman artistic styles, such as mosaics and pottery-making techniques, influenced British craftsmanship. Agriculture and Technology Roman agricultural practices and technological advancements contributed to the development of British agriculture. Legacy in Literature and History Roman accounts and records provide valuable historical insights into ancient Britain.

	Practical tasks:

Timeline activity to show when the Roman Republic and Empire were established and compare to Iron Age and Bronze Age in Britain


Explore images and handle Roman artefacts


Explore and label images of Roman soldiers


Research the legacy of the Romans


Label images of Boudicca and explore maps illustrating her last stand.


Explore and create floor plans of Roman villas








	Outcome:
· Children to create a museum about the Romans and invite parents to visit it.
· Children create a memory dump of substantive knowledge they can recall about the Romans and Roman Britain.




