	Year 3: Autumn 1
Enquiry Question: I wonder if it would have been easier to survive in the Stone Age or the Iron Age?

	Objectives: 
· Use timelines to understand how long ago the Stone Age and subsequent periods were relative to today.
· Understand aspects of life for hunter gatherers during the Mesolithic and how they changed into the Neolithic and late Neolithic (clothing, tools, shelter, art).
· Learn about the Neolithic farming revolution and how this affected day to day life, settlements (first villages) and the landscape (deforestation).
· Learn about and describe changes that occurred in the Bronze Age to housing, clothing, farming, religion and warfare.
· Learn about and describe changes that occurred through the Iron Age to housing, clothing, farming, religion and warfare (hill forts, tribal kingdoms)

	Key Vocabulary: Prehistoric, BC (Before Christ), AD (Anno Domini), Palaeolithic, Mesolithic, Neolithic, Archaeologist, Wattle and daub, Stonehenge, Skara Brae, findings, interpretation, bronze (an alloy of copper and tin), megalithic, trade, iron, hillfort, Celts, domestication, cultivation

	Key factual learning/CPD for staff

Stone Age – Key changes
Chronology: The time period of the Stone Age, spans from around 2.6 million years ago to about 4,000 BCE.  The earliest evidence of early humans in Britain dates from ~800,00 years ago. The Stone age is traditionally subdivided into the following periods: Palaeolithic (ancient/old Stone Age) from 800,000 – 10,000BCE; Mesolithic from 10,000BCE – 4000BCE; Neolithic from 4000BCE - 2300BCE. It is important to know that these dates are not the same all over the world, with the Neolithic period beginning earlier or later in other regions.
Palaeolithic Age: During the Palaeolithic period (Old Stone Age), which lasted until around 10,000 BCE, early humans in Britain were hunter-gatherers. They used simple stone tools, such as hand axes and scrapers, and relied on hunting animals, gathering wild plants, and using fire.
Mesolithic Age: The Mesolithic period (Middle Stone Age) in Britain began around 10,000 BCE and lasted until around 4,000 BCE. During this time, the climate warmed, and the landscape transitioned from tundra to forests. Humans adapted by becoming more mobile, exploiting diverse resources, and developing new tool technologies, including microliths (small, shaped flints typically used as spearheads) and bone tools.
Neolithic Revolution: The Neolithic period (New Stone Age) in Britain started around 4,000 BCE. Perhaps the most significant development in human history - it marked a significant shift as humans transitioned from hunter-gatherer lifestyles to settled farming communities (the first villages). Agriculture and animal domestication became essential, leading to the cultivation of crops like wheat and barley, and the domestication of animals such as cattle, sheep, and pigs.
Construction of Megalithic Monuments: A remarkable change during the Neolithic period was the construction of megalithic monuments. Stonehenge, Avebury, and numerous other stone circles, chambered tombs, and henges were built, showcasing advanced engineering skills and potentially serving religious, ceremonial, or astronomical purposes.
Social Organization and Trade: With settled farming communities, social structures became more complex during the Neolithic period. People lived in larger groups, built communal structures, and engaged in trade networks to obtain resources not locally available.

Bronze Age – Key changes
Chronology: The time period of the Bronze Age spans from around 2300BCE to 800BCE. Again, it important to know that the Bronze Age began and finished at different times in other regions around the world.
Metalworking and Craftsmanship: The knowledge of metalworking allowed Bronze Age societies in Britain to produce a variety of bronze objects, including axes, daggers, swords, spearheads, jewellery, and decorative items. Skilled craftsmen emerged, specializing in bronze casting and other metalworking techniques.
Trade Networks: The availability of bronze and other resources facilitated the development of trade networks. Britain's access to tin mines in Cornwall made it an important source of tin, which was traded with other regions in Europe, such as the Mediterranean.
Burial Practices: Burial customs evolved during the Bronze Age. Burial mounds, known as round barrows, were constructed to house the deceased, often accompanied by grave goods such as pottery, bronze items, and personal ornaments.
Hillforts and Settlements: Hillforts, fortified enclosures built on hilltops, became prominent during the Bronze Age. They served as defended settlements, administrative centres, or places of communal gathering, indicating a more organised society.
Agricultural Expansion: Agriculture continued to be an important aspect of Bronze Age life. There was an expansion of farmland (leading to an acceleration in the clearing of natural woodland and forests), with the introduction of new tools such as the ard (a type of plough) and improved methods of land cultivation.
Social Differentiation: Increased social differentiation and hierarchical structures emerged during the Bronze Age. Elite individuals likely held positions of power and authority, evident from the grave goods found in certain burials.
Ceremonial and Ritual Sites: Bronze Age Britain witnessed the construction of ceremonial and ritual sites, including stone circles like Stonehenge, which were used for religious and astronomical purposes.
Technological Advancements: The Bronze Age brought technological advancements in various aspects of life, such as agriculture, metalworking, pottery, and textile production, reflecting increased skills and knowledge.

Iron Age – Key changes
Chronology: The time period of the Bronze Age spans from around 800BCE to 43AD (The Roman conquest of Britain under Emperor Claudius). Again, it is important to know that the Iron Age began and finished at different times in other regions around the world.
Ironworking: The Iron Age saw the widespread use of iron for tools, weapons, and other implements. Iron was stronger and more readily available than bronze, leading to significant advancements in technology and metalworking.
Agriculture and Farming: Agriculture continued to be a crucial aspect of Iron Age life in Britain. Improved iron tools, such as iron ploughs, allowed for more efficient land cultivation and increased agricultural productivity. Communities practiced both arable farming and animal husbandry.
Settlement Patterns: The Iron Age witnessed changes in settlement patterns. People began to establish more permanent settlements, often characterized by roundhouses, which were circular structures made of timber and thatched roofs. Defensive hillforts, similar to those of the Bronze Age, continued to be built.
Hillforts and Fortifications: Hillforts reached their peak during the Iron Age in Britain. These fortified enclosures served as centres of defence, administration, and possibly social and economic activities. They were often located on prominent hilltops and exhibited impressive earthworks and defensive structures.
Social Organization and Hierarchy: The Iron Age saw the emergence of more complex social structures and increasing social differentiation. Some individuals held positions of power and authority (chieftains not kings at this stage), indicated by the presence of elite burials and material wealth.
Trade and Contacts: Iron Age Britain was involved in extensive trade networks. There were connections with continental Europe, particularly with the Celts and other neighbouring cultures. Trade facilitated the exchange of goods, ideas, and cultural influences.
Coinage and Economy: The introduction of coinage during the Iron Age brought changes to the economy and trade systems. Iron Age Britain saw the use of coins as a medium of exchange, indicating a more organized economy.
Artistic Expression: Iron Age Britain witnessed the creation of intricate and stylized art objects, including jewellery, weaponry, and decorative items. The craftsmanship displayed skilled metalwork, intricate designs, and symbolic motifs.
Ritual and Religion: Iron Age societies in Britain practiced elaborate rituals and had complex religious beliefs. Evidence suggests that ritual sites, including hilltop enclosures and sacred landscapes, were used for religious and ceremonial purposes.
	Practical tasks:

Timeline activity to show how long ago the Stone, Bronze and Iron Ages were – Use the playground to illustrate (to scale) how long ago the events children are learning about are relative to events they might know about such as The Great Fire.

Understand how clothing changed from the Stone Age to the Bronze Age – Compare clothing from periods by drawing onto a template.

Understand changes to housing during prehistoric Britain – From given information, draw examples of Stone Age and Bronze/ Iron Age dwellings.

Know what sort of tools there were and how the materials they were made from – Children design their own prehistoric tool.

Stone Age Day – Children create own ‘cave art’, sample foods, make jewellery and construct models of megaliths.





	Outcome:
· Children to formulate responses to the enquiry question and have a debate in an oracy lesson.
· Children to recall key information in ‘memory dump’ including explanations of terms Stone, Iron and Bronze Ages, recall some tools used in each era and what dwellings were like.




