	Year 2: Autumn 1
Enquiry Question: I wonder what factors led to the Great Fire of London being so disastrous?

	Objectives: 
· Know the sequence of events that took place on the 6th September 1666 including what caused the fire, what happened to London during the fire and when/ how the fire ended.
· Describe the contributing factors that led to The Great Fire of London and reasons why the fire spread so quickly.
· Understand the significance of Samuel Pepys in the retelling of The Great Fire of London and to our understanding of this historical event.
· Identify how different sources can tell us different things about the event.


	Key Vocabulary:  Great Fire; Samuel Pepys; diary; source; evidence; timber; thatch; bakery; monument; King Charles II; spark; combustible; blaze; extinguish; St Pauls Cathedral; primary sources of evidence; secondary sources

	Key factual learning/CPD for staff

Overview: The Great Fire of London occurred in 1666 and was a major conflagration that devastated the city of London.
Timeline: The fire started on September 2, 1666, and continued for three days, causing widespread destruction.
Cause: The fire is believed to have started in a bakery on Pudding Lane, near London Bridge, when a spark ignited some combustible materials.
Spread: The fire quickly spread due to strong winds, narrow streets, and the predominantly wooden structures of the city at the time.
Destruction: The fire destroyed around 87 churches, including St. Paul's Cathedral, and around 13,200 houses.
Rebuilding: After the fire, the city was rebuilt with new regulations and building codes that required brick or stone construction instead of wood.
Key Figures: Samuel Pepys, a famous diarist, documented the events of the fire. King Charles II, who was seen on the front line personally organising fighting fires and crucially ordered the creation of firebreaks; Thomas Bloodworth, Lord Mayor of London who had the authority to create firebreaks to halt the spread but didn’t act; Thomas Farriner, the baker at the origin of the fire; Sir Christopher Wren, the architect responsible for rebuilding St. Paul's Cathedral.
Firefighting Efforts: The firefighting efforts were initially ineffective, partly due to a lack of organized firefighting infrastructure. Eventually, the fire was brought under control by demolishing buildings to create firebreaks.
Fire Safety Measures: The Great Fire of London led to the establishment of improved fire safety measures, including the formation of the first professional firefighting force, the creation of fire insurance, and the introduction of fire hydrants.
Legacy: The Great Fire of London had a lasting impact on the city, resulting in significant architectural changes and influencing fire safety practices worldwide.

Additional teaching points to consider for notebooks and during discussions in lessons:
· Context: Provide some background information about London in the 17th century, including its population, layout, and prominent structures.
· Primary Sources: Introduce primary sources such as Samuel Pepys' diary entries or contemporary illustrations to give students a first-hand perspective of the event.
· Impact on People: Discuss how the fire affected the lives of different people, such as the residents, firefighters, and those who lost their homes or businesses.
· Firefighting Methods: Explain the methods used to fight fires during that time, such as water squirts, buckets, and fire hooks.
· Evacuation: Explore how people attempted to evacuate and save their belongings, as well as the challenges they faced during the chaos.
· Firebreaks: Discuss the concept of firebreaks and how they were created by demolishing buildings to stop the spread of the fire.
· Transportation of Goods: Highlight how the River Thames played a role in transporting goods during the fire and aiding the evacuation efforts.
· St. Paul's Cathedral: Emphasize the significance of St. Paul's Cathedral and its destruction in the fire, as well as its subsequent reconstruction by Sir Christopher Wren.
· Impact on Architecture: Explain how the Great Fire of London influenced the architectural style of the rebuilt city, moving away from wooden structures to more brick and stone buildings.
· Long-term Fire Safety Measures: Discuss the lasting impact of the fire safety practices, including the introduction of fire insurance, fire hydrants, and regulations on building materials and construction.
	Practical tasks:

Comparing jobs to help learn about life was like at the time – Children learn about jobs and discuss and compare them.

Compare the streets and building of London from 1666 to the present – Children look at images of London in 1666 and compare them to photos of London today to give them context.  Introduce concept of sources of evidence.

Sequence the events of the days of The Great Fire – Children sequence the key events on a timeline.

Identify key figures and their part in events – Children label the key figures and explain how they contributed either positively or negatively.

Compare two versions of a past event and introduce concept of primary and secondary sources - Read extracts from Samuel Pepys’ diary.  Discuss as a primary source. Identify key elements from text.  Compare to a later image of the fire and what it shows.  Introduce concept of secondary source.





	Outcome:
· Children produce a stop-motion video animation retelling the story of the Great Fire of London.
· Children are able to sequence key events on a timeline.
· Recall key information about the Great Fire including when and where it started and name key figures including King Charles II and Samuel Pepys.




