	Year 2
Enquiry Questions: 2.1 What makes some people inspiring to others?  2.2 What do Jewish people believe about God, creation, humanity and the natural world?  2.3 What does it mean to belong?  2.4 How and why are some stories important in religions?
Key Religions studied:  Christianity and Judaism

	Objectives: 
· To retell stories of key leaders from Christianity and Judaism.
· To express ideas of their own about leadership and to give examples of what makes a key leader.
· To retell the Jewish story of creation.
· To explore the ways of belonging and beliefs of Jewish people.
· To learn about ways of belonging in Christianity.
· To understand what is meant by ‘the Golden Rule’. 
· To retell some religious Christian and Jewish stories.
· To find out about the Torah and to consider what is special about it.

	Christianity Key Vocabulary:  religion, Christian, church, Jesus, symbol, God, Bible, courage, forgiving, creator, co-operation, leader
	Jewish Key Vocabulary:  Jewish, Hanukkah, Synagogue, G-d, thankful, faith, belief, ark, Torah, bimah, worship, Golden Rule, belonging, sacred, ark, Torah, shabbat, bimah

	Key factual learning/CPD for staff (Christianity)
[bookmark: _GoBack]Moses and The Ten Commandments (Christianity and Judaism)–For many years – over 400 - the Jewish people had been slaves ruled over cruelly by the Pharaoh of Egypt. They were working hard building pyramids and temples and were treated very cruelly. But still the Egyptians feared them. The Pharaoh issued a dreadful order that all the new born sons should be killed. A son was born to a woman called Jochebed. She wanted to save him so she asked her daughter Miriam to put him in a basket amongst the reeds in the River Nile, and keep watch. The basket was found by the Pharaoh’s daughter who had come to the river to bathe, and perhaps to pray. She took the baby back to the palace and adopted him as her own son. She called him Moses. Miriam suggested that the Princess might like a nursemaid, so Moses’ own mother was employed as a nursemaid to the princess at the palace, caring for her own son! 
As he grew up, treated like a young prince in the palace, Moses saw how the Jewish people suffered, and one day he got into an argument about treating the slaves better. He killed an Egyptian man he saw beating a slave. He ran away from the palace, afraid and ashamed, and went to live in Midian where he had his own family. Years later, one day, whilst walking in the desert he came across a bush that was burning but did not turn to ash. A voice from the bush spoke to Moses: it was God and He told Moses he must go and ask Pharaoh to free the Jewish people from slavery. God proved to Moses that it really was Him by turning a staff into a snake, and then back again. 
The Pharaoh would not let the Jewish people leave Egypt and so God sent down 10 plagues to try and encourage or force him to do so. These included a plague of frogs, turning the water of the river Nile to blood, hailstones and attacks by swarms of locusts. Under the threat of each plague the Pharaoh said the Jewish people could leave, but when the plague had gone he kept changing his mind. 
Moses told Pharaoh that if he did not let the people free, then a terrible tenth plague would be brought on the Egyptians and all the first born Egyptians would be killed. The Jewish people were told to put a mark of lamb’s blood on their doors to save their first born. The angel of death came one night and the Pharaoh’s own son was killed amongst many others – but none of those whose houses were marked with lamb’s blood. The Pharaoh now let the Jewish people free and they quickly packed up a few belongings and fled before the Pharaoh could change his mind. They were in such a hurry that they did not have time to let their bread rise so took unleavened bread with them on their journey. 
Moses led the Jewish people out of Egypt. When they reached the Red Sea, with the Pharaoh once again changing his mind and giving chase with a huge a terrifying army, Moses touched the sea with his staff and a great miracle happened. The sea parted and the Jews passed through the pathway in the sea and escaped to freedom. They travelled together across the desert to the Mountain where God gave Moses the Ten Commandments, and agreed to care for the people. It was a new beginning for the people of God. 
Based on the story in the book of Exodus found in the second book of the Hebrew Torah.

Saint Peter– He was one of Jesus 12 apostles and most of what we know about him comes from the Bible.  The first instance where he was said to have met Jesus was when Jesus was preaching to a crowd but they didn’t give him enough room.  Peter and his brother Andrew were fishing and Jesus asked if he could join them which he did.  He told them to push the boat out further and their fishing nets were soon bulging with fish.  It was then that Peter realised Jesus was very special and Jesus asked him to join him in catching people instead of fish.  He was the first to call Jesus the living son of God.  Peter refuses to let Jesus wash his feet at the last supper but Jesus insisted.  He was a bold character and acted as a spokesman for the disciples, known as ‘the rock’ for being level headed and dependable.  He is seen as amazing and inspirational but with human weaknesses, showing that God loves us despite our flaws.
T is one of the parables of Jesus.  It is about a man who leaves his flock of 99 sheep to find the 1 that is lost.  It is a story that focuses on the themes of losing, searching, finding and rejoicing.  Use the story to show the importance of caring and link it to ways in which they can show care for others.  Link to RESPECT and the empathy value.
Christenings and Believers Baptisms Many Christians see life as a pilgrimage and believe that God guides and supports them on this journey, just as a parent looks after and cares for a growing child. 
Christians mark times of transition within this journey with various celebrations or ceremonies of passing. The birth of a baby for instance is a time of great promise and thanks are given for the start of a new life. Some Christians mark this with Infant Baptism or christening, which brings the new baby into membership of the church and so starts that child on the path of faith. God parents (and the parents themselves) will promise to guide the child in the Christian faith. The Baptist Church and some other non-conformist denominations leave baptism until adolescence so that a person may decide for themselves whether to commit to the faith. Such churches may hold a Service of Thanksgiving at the time when the baby is born instead of a baptism. 
Where a child has been baptised as a baby, this is usually followed when they are a young teenager by a service known as Confirmation. This is usually led by the bishop, and often held in a cathedral. Here, the child confirms the promises made for them as a child by their parents and God-parents, and the bishop asks God to send the Holy Spirit to guide them in their developing faith. At this point they are invited to participate fully in the Eucharist, and from here-on they take full responsibility for their own Christian life and service.
Jesus Baptism - The baptism of Jesus is recorded in all four gospels. This sort of agreement is referred to as a ‘harmony of the gospels’.
The baptism is an event that is very important in Jesus’ ministry. In this story we see clearly the relationship between Father and Son and the use of the title ‘Son of God’.
The events that occurred in Jesus’ baptism are all signs of God’s presence.
The heavens were opened. Heaven was a symbol of God’s presence, so the heavens being opened shows a closeness to humanity. Some scholars have suggested that this event was simply Jesus’ vision alone as it was not seen by anyone else.
The Spirit of God descended in the form of a dove. In the Old Testament doves were a symbol of the arrival of good news – eg when a dove brought the news that the flood had ended in the story of Noah. It has come to mean the symbol of peace and is regarded as a symbol of the Holy Spirit in modern Christianity.
A voice from Heaven spoke, “You are my son whom I love, with you I am well pleased.” This confirmed Jesus’ identity as the Son of God and would have given him confidence to carry out his ministry.
Why did Jesus get baptised?
Jesus was God’s son, so he was sinless and there was no need for him to receive forgiveness. John tried to refuse to baptise Jesus saying that it was he, John, who should be baptised by Jesus.
The Golden Rule (Link to Empathy and Collaboration) in RESPECT “Teat others how you wish to be treated”.  Consider that many non-religious people also follow this rule.

	Key factual learning/CPD for staff (Judaism)
The Jewish story of Creation – Genesis, the first book of the Torah, explains Jewish teachings about how God made the world.  Genesis describes how God said, ‘There shall be light,’ (Genesis 1:3-5) and brought light into existence, before separating light and dark to make day and night.
God made men and women on the sixth day: So God created mankind in his own image … God blessed them and said to them, ‘Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky and over every living creature that moves on the ground.’ (Genesis 1: 27-28). Jews take this as evidence that God gave humans dominion over his creation, meaning that humans have a special responsibility to lead creation and look after the earth. God also commanded the first humans to reproduce and fill the earth with people.
Some Orthodox Jews, called Haredi Jews, read the creation story in Genesis literally, which means that they believe that God created the world and everything exactly as the story describes. Other Jews see the account in Genesis as an allegory. This means that they do not believe that the world was created exactly as Genesis describes, but instead take important meaning from the story that God created the world and gave human beings a special role within it. Jews who believe Genesis to be an allegory are therefore able to accept scientific theories about creation such as the Big Bang Theory and the Theory of Evolution.

[image: ]
Shabbat has been taught in Y1 so just a brief recap of this celebration is required, though now it can be linked to the creation story and the importance of the 7th day of rest.
Jewish beliefs 
According to Jewish beliefs God has four main characteristics:  One, Creator, Law-giver and judge.  Judaism is a monotheistic religion and the belief in the oneness of God is central to their faith.  The Shema is the most important prayer in Judaism, and it teaches how Jews should respect God.  Prayer is one of the ways that Jewish people can experience God’s presence so many people try to recite it twice a day.  Some Jewish people have a mezuzah on doorposts in their homes as a reminder of the oneness of God with the Shema written on scrolls inside.  Jews believe that God has given many religious laws to hell them live in a way that pleases him.  These are called mitzvot and there are 613 in the Torah.  The word ‘Torah’ means ‘law’ in Hebrew.  The second book of The Torah, Exodus contains the Ten Commandments which are included in the 613 mitzvot.  Jews believe that God continues to work in the world today through his divine presence called Shekhinah.  This can be experienced by Jews today through study, prayer and worship.
Religious stories from The Torah of Noah, Abraham and Sarah, Jacob, King David, Queen Esther, Jonah and Daniel (these are also found in the Christian Bible)
The Torah
The Torah is the first part of the Jewish bible. It is the central and most important document of Judaism and has been used by Jews through the ages.  Torah refers to the five books of Moses which are known in Hebrew as Chameesha Choomshey Torah. These are: Bresheit (Genesis), Shemot (Exodus), Vayicra (Leviticus), Bamidbar (Numbers), and Devarim (Deuteronomy). The Torah is written in Hebrew, the oldest of Jewish languages. It is also known as Torat Moshe, the Law of Moses. The Torah is the first section or first five books of the Jewish bible. However, Tanach is more commonly used to describe the whole of Jewish scriptures. This is an acronym made up from the first letter of the words Torah, Nevi im (prophets), and Ketuvim (writings). The Torah scrolls are taken out from the Ark (Aron ha kodesh) and portions read in the synagogue three times each week. On Mondays and Thursdays small sections are read. The main reading is on the morning of Shabbat (Sabbath).  Over the course of the year the whole scroll is read in sequence. This begins from the end of Sukkot which is an autumn festival.  The scrolls are not directly touched when unfurled on the Bimah (raised platform in middle of the synagogue). A pointer or Yad (hand) is used instead. This is in the shape of a hand with an outstretched finger. The reading or chanting is performed by a person who has been trained in this task. However, it may be carried out by the rabbi. It is a very great honour for a congregant to be asked to attend at a reading during a synagogue service. This is called having an Aliyah which is Hebrew for going up.  The Torah scrolls are entirely handwritten in Hebrew by a sofer (scribe) on parchment from a kosher animal. This is usually a cow. It can take up to 18 months to complete the whole process from the complex preparation of the animal skins to the writing of the final words. Great accuracy is needed when the sofer writes the scroll. If he makes any mistakes it can make the whole scroll pasul (invalid). The completed scroll is known as a Sefer Torah from sefer which is the Hebrew for book.
Practical tasks:

Retell and sequence Christian and Jewish stories through drama/writing/art
Create rules for living harmoniously based on the Ten Commandments
Compare a non-religious leader of choice to Moses/Saint Peter
Make a creation wheel
Create a Torah scroll or Mezuzah
Watch a Christian baptism video and describe how it is a ritual of belonging for Christian people.
Draw and write about groups that children belong to
RESPECT PSHE – Link to religious characters from religious stories who show qualities of trust, courage, resilience and forgiveness.  Explore these qualities 








	Outcome:
· Recognise the qualities of a great leader
· Retell the story of creation
· Know some of the ways in which Jewish people practice their religion.
· To understand what it means to belong in Christianity
· Know and retell some important Jewish and Christian stories
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