	Year 1
Enquiry Questions: 1.1 Who celebrates what and why?  1.2 How do we show we care for others?  Why does it matter?  1.3 What can we learn from stories of Jesus?  How do religious stories make a difference to people’s lives?  1.4 In what ways are churches/synagogues important to believers?
Key Religions studied:  Christianity and Judaism

	Objectives: 
· To explore and talk about Christian and Jewish celebrations.
· To respond to some of the experiences and emotions of festivals and to express ideas of their own about why they are important.
· To know some of the ways in which people can care and look after each other.
· To identify and consider aspects of care shown in religious stories and teachings. .
· To learn about stories of Jesus.
· To respond to the Christian belief that Jesus was God come to earth. 
· To know about worship at a church and synagogue
· To express ideas about why people go to holy buildings.

	Christianity Key Vocabulary:  Celebration, festival, religion, Christian, Christmas, Easter, church, Jesus, symbol, God, Bible, altar, font, holiness
	Jewish Key Vocabulary:  Jewish, Hanukkah, Synagogue, G-d, thankful, faith, belief, ark, Torah, bimah, worship, sacred

	Key factual learning/CPD for staff (Christianity)
Christmas – Celebration Day objective:  How do Christian families prepare for Christmas?  Retell the nativity story, which the children should be familiar with from EYFS. Activities:  Children to write about the nativity scene with the use of a word bank.  Introduce Advent and create an Advent candle.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b05pc1c9/clips
Easter – Celebration Day objective:  Eastertime:  What are the big surprises?  Retell the Easter story using drama, with a focus on the resurrection.
The Lost Sheep is one of the parables of Jesus.  It is about a man who leaves his flock of 99 sheep to find the 1 that is lost.  It is a story that focuses on the themes of losing, searching, finding and rejoicing.  Use the story to show the importance of caring and link it to ways in which they can show care for others.  Link to RESPECT and the empathy value.
Stories of Jesus and some of the miracles that he performed – Explore some of the key stories about Jesus life from the Bible using drama, pictures, art and video.  Learn about the stories of Jesus healing the ten lepers, calming the storm on Lake Galilee and feeding the 5000.  Also, hear and learn about some of the stories that Jesus told including ‘The lost coin’ and ‘The lost Son’.  Children learn that these stories matter to Christians because of who they believe Jesus was, that he was God come to earth with a special power to help people in many ways.  
Jesus – Historical records tell us that he did exist and Christians believe that he is the son of God.  Other religions such as Islam accept that he was an excellent teacher but a normal human being.  His birth is recorded in the gospels of Matthew and Luke and the ministry of Jesus began when he was about 30 years old and was baptised by John the Baptist.  He got baptised to show the world that he was living in obedience to God.  After this he chose his disciples and began sharing news of God’s love.  He spoke to large crowds, preached in synagogues, talked to people in their homes and during walks and stood up to religious leaders in Jerusalem.  There are at least 37 miracles of Jesus recorded in the Bible.
The Church -Include symbols and artefacts that are found in a church and how they are used for worship.  The cross is a reminder of the Christian belief that Jesus died on a cross.  Christians believe that his death makes a way for them to have the wrong things they do forgiven.  The Bible represents the full teaching that most Christians believe.  The symbol of a fish is a secret symbol used by early Christians.
The Good Samaritan – Jesus used the parable of the good Samaritan as an example of loving those who may not be our friends, it introduces the idea of forgiveness.

Other religions and celebrations studied:
Diwali – This is an important religious festival originating in India.  It is a Hindu festival but also celebrated by Sikhs and Jains.  It takes place annually and lasts for five days marking the start of the Hindu new year usually between October and November.  Diwali means row of lights’.  For many people Diwali honours the goddess of wealth Lakshmi and it is also a celebration of good triumphing over evil.
Eild-al Adha is the Islamic celebration of sacrifice and many Muslims consider it to be the holiest time of the year.  Celebration day objective: How do Muslim people celebrate Eid-al-Adha?  Tell the story of Ibrahim and Isma’il concentrating on sacrifice as giving up something that you love.
Humanism is an ethical philosophy of life based on a concern for humanity in general and for human individuals in particular. For those who base their interpretation of existence on scientific evidence, it is a view that combines reason with compassion. For thousands of years there have been people who have not believed in a supernatural being or god, yet have nonetheless sought to help their fellow humans and to live good lives. Modern Humanism continues this tradition.
World Humanist Day is celebrated annually on 21 June. It originated in the 1980s, when several state chapters of the American Humanist Association (AHA) began observing it. Different chapters had different ideas as to when that day should be, some preferring the anniversary of the founding of the International Humanist and Ethical Union (IHEU), while others choose different dates of significance.  In the early 1990s, the AHA—and subsequently the IHEU—passed a resolution to make the summer solstice World Humanist Day. Marking the day is a way to spread information—and combat misinformation—about the positive aspects of Humanism as a philosophical life stance. It is also a good time to celebrate the accomplishments of the many individuals around the world who do not profess a religious affiliation.
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	Key factual learning/CPD for staff (Judaism)
Hanukkah – is the Jewish eight-day wintertime festival of lights celebrated with a nightly menorah lighting, special prayers and fried foods.  The Hebrew word Chanukah means dedication because it celebrates the re-dedication of the Holy Temple.  In the second century BCE the Holy Land was ruled by the Seleucids who tried to force the people of Israel to accept Greek culture and beliefs instead of mitzvah observance and belief in G-D.  A small band of faithful Jews, led by Judah the Maccabee, defeated one of the mightiest armies on earth, drove the Greeks from the land, reclaimed the Holy Temple and rededicated it to the service of G-d.  When they sought to light the Temples menorah they found only a single cruse of olive oil that had escaped contamination by the Greeks.  Miraculously they lit the menorah and the one day supply of oil lasted for eight days.
The eight-day Jewish holiday of Pesach (Passover) is celebrated in the early Spring and commemorates the emancipation of the Israelites from slavery in ancient Egypt.  It is observed by avoiding leaven and highlighted by the Seder meals that include four cups of wine, eating matzah and bitter herbs and retelling the story of the Exodus.  Pesach, which means to Passover because G-d passed over the Jewish homes when killing the Egyptian firstborn.
Jewish Psalm 23 Also known as ‘The Lord is my shepherd’.  Listen to the song and consider its meaning and how it is used in Christian and Jewish worship.
The Synagogue Synagogue comes from a Greek word meaning ‘assembly’. A synagogue is a Jewish place of communal worship. It is also a place to learn about the Jewish faith, and is often used as a community centre.
On the outside of a synagogue building there is a Star of David and often a menorah.
Key features inside the synagogue There are certain features that appear in all synagogues, regardless of whether they are Orthodox or Reform.  Aron hakodesh - All synagogues have a large cupboard facing Jerusalem called the aron hakodesh, which symbolises the Ark of the Covenant that held the tablets of stone with the Ten Commandments received by Moses. It is the centrepiece of the synagogue and holds the Torah scrolls. The aron hakodesh is thought of as the holiest part of the synagogue.
· Sefer Torah - The Sefer Torah is a scroll kept inside the aron hakodesh. Handwritten by a scribe, it is covered with a mantle or cloth that is ornately decorated.
· Ner tamid - A light above the aron hakodesh that never goes out. Keep the lamps burning before the Lord (Exodus 27:21).
· Bimah - A raised platform with a reading desk. From here the Sefer Torah is read. The bimah is often placed in the centre of an Orthodox Jewish synagogue, whereas Reform Jewish synagogues often have the bimah close to the aron hakodesh. The bimah represents the altar in the Temple.  There are no images of God or people in a synagogue, as the second of the Ten Commandments forbids idolatry:
· Shabbat Observing Shabbat is one of the Ten Commandments. Jews observe a day of rest to commemorate God resting on the seventh day after he made the world. Shabbat begins on Friday at sunset and lasts until sunset on Saturday. It is a time for family and community, and during this time services at the synagogue are well attended.  No work is to be done on Shabbat. This includes tasks such as cooking and driving.
· Orthodox Jews stick closely to tradition and try to observe Shabbat wherever they are in the world by not working and not lighting candles after sunset on Friday. In order to avoid driving, Orthodox Jews walk to the synagogue during Shabbat.
Reform Jews try to keep Shabbat, but if this is not possible they try not to worry too much. Often Reform Jews light candles after sunset. Also, while they try to complete the symbolic rituals, they may alter the timings. It is permissible for Reform Jews not to keep Shabbat if, for example, they are on holiday. They may also drive to the synagogue to attend services during Shabbat.
In Jewish homes, a number of preparations are made before Shabbat. The house is tidied and food is prepared, and two candles are placed on the dining table. These represent the two commandments received by Moses on Mount Sinai related to Shabbat, which were to “remember” and “observe” the Sabbath.
Also on the table will be two loaves of challah bread to represent the food God provided for the Jews when they were walking through the desert in flight from Egypt.
On Friday evening the Shabbat is welcomed with the lighting of the two candles. Traditionally, the mother of the family places her hands over her eyes and recites a blessing to welcome Shabbat.
The family may visit the synagogue. Depending on the time of the service, this could be before their meal or after. They eat a meal together as a family on Friday evening. Before any food is eaten, blessings are said for the children, and kiddush is said over the wine to make Shabbat holy. Drinking wine on Shabbat shows that this is a joyful, celebratory time. The bread (challah) is blessed and everyone takes a piece. Typically, the meal lasts for a few hours with everyone enjoying family time, often singing songs and telling religious stories.
On Saturday, after visiting the synagogue, the family shares another meal. The afternoon is spent studying the Torah and playing games as a family.


Practical tasks:

Look at and explore celebrations through talk, celebration days and artefacts
Sequence religious stories
Design a plate of food for a guest based on an Islam story of care
Retell religious stories through drama/art/writing
Listen and respond to songs from religious communities
Visit a sacred place (local church or synagogue) or receive a local religious figure
Label items/artefacts found in a church and synagogue

	Outcome:
· Recall and name religious festivals, objects and symbols.
· Retell a religious story about caring
· Respond to the belief that Jesus was God come to earth.
· Recall and name key objects/artefacts from a church and synagogue



